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TO THE SAME.
edinburgh, 5th February, 1818.
my dear croker, — I promised I would add some-
thing to my report of yesterday, and yet I find I have
but little to say.    The extreme solemnity of  opening
sealed doors of oat and iron, and finally "breaking open
a chest which had been shut since 7th March,  1707,
about a hundred and eleven years, gave a sort of interest
to our researches, which I can hardly express to you, and
it would be very difficult to describe the intense eager-
ness with which we watched the rising of the lid of the
chest, and the progress of the workmen in breaking it
open, which was neither an easy nor a speedy task.    It
sounded very hollow when they worked on it with their
tools, and I began to lean to your faction of the Little
Faitihs.    However, I never could assign any probable or
feasible reason for withdrawing these memorials of an-
cient independence; and my doubts rather arose from
the conviction that many absurd things are done in pub-
lic as well as in private life, merely out of a hasty im-
pression of passion or resentment.    For it was evident
the removal of the Eegalia might have greatly irritated
people's minds here, and offered a fair pretext of break-
ing the Union, which for thirty years was the predomi-
nant wish of the Scottish nation.
The discovery of the Kegalia has interested people's
minds much more strongly than I expected, and is cer-
tainly calculated to make a pleasant and favorable im-
pression upon them in respect to the kingly part of the
constitution. It would be of the utmost consequence
that they should be occasionally shown to them, under
proper regulations, and for a small fee. The Sword of
State is a most beautiful piece of workmanship, a present
from Pope Julius II. to James IV. The scabbard is
richly decorated with filigree work of silver, double
gilded, representing oak leaves and acorns, executed in

